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‘sox in the city’ 
- A short orientation project that acts as a ‘microcosm’ of studio based learning: 
• Takes place over the first two weeks of first year. 
• Each student is given eight pairs of standard sports socks and asked 
to transform these undisputedly mundane items into innovative, yet 
wearable garments to be displayed and critiqued the following week.  
• Students are introduced to the industrial machines and learn basic 
sewing skills to enable them to put the garments together but the 
criteria for assessment do not focus on technical expertise but on 
creativity within the constraints of a brief.  
• Assessment is developmental and formative, offering students an 
opportunity to understand the educational process which will define 
their learning experiences over the next three years. 
• Starts with the complex, concrete whole instead of the simple, 
abstracted parts as a means of motivating and engaging 
‘apprentice/novice’ students in ‘legitimate peripheral participation’. 
